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EDITORIAL 


What Is Essential? 


In the writings of some of the neo-orthodox 
theologians, and of course among others of dif- 
ferent labels also, there are statements that the 
Incarnation is essential but that the Virgin 
Birth is not. The Rev. Thomas J. Kelso, of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., who 
has recently been promoted to a better position 
with the approval of his Presbytery, had earlier 
published a statement denying the bodily resur- 
rection of Christ. Perhaps he believes that some 
form of immortality is essential, but not a 
resurrection of the body. What then is essential: 
Incarnation and Immortality only, or Virgin 
Birth and Resurrection also? 


Before this question can be answered, another 
must be asked. How does one distinguish. be- 
tween the essential and the non-essential? It 
would be relatively easy to decide which doc- 
trines are essential, if we first knew what is 
meant by essential. Those who assert that the 
Incarnation is essential but that the Virgin 
Birth is not do not usually take great pains 
to explain how they arrive at their decision. 
It would help if they were more explicit. 


Sometimes they drop a hint. Perhaps it is 
unfair to press a mere hint, but when that is 
all there is to work with, such must be our 
Starting point. 


Those who reject the Virgin Birth have often 
given as a reason the fact that Paul never men- 
tioned it. It would seem therefore that one 
characteristic of essentiality is a mention by 
Paul. What Matthew and Luke mention could 
not be essential unless Paul repeated it. This 
seems to make most of the life of Christ un- 
essential. 


But these theologians would never admit that 
a doctrine is essential simply because Paul men- 
tions it. Paul insists on the vicarious atonement; 
he teaches that Christ died to satisfy the justice 
of the Father, that God might be both just 
as well as the justifier of him who has faith 
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in Christ. But the gentleman named above 
has “no truck” with the substitutionary atone- 


ment any more than he has with the Virgin 


Birth. Or, again, Emil Brunner is more willing 
to abandon the laws of logic than to accept the 
doctrine of predestination. Paul therefore can- 
not be the sole test of essentiality. Brunner 


loves to quote the verse, ““The Word became 


flesh;’”’ but why he chooses this verse rather 
than some other — or, since Paul speaks of 
the incarnation in slightly different words, why 
Brunner chooses this theme rather than some 
other — that is to say, what other tests of 
essentiality there are besides mention by Paul, 
I have not discovered. 


Another confusion, induced by an omission, 
is inherent in these discussions. Those who deny 
that the Atonement and Resurrection are es- 
sential usually fail to explain what they are not 
essential to. If they meant that belief in 
these doctrines is not absolutely essential to 
entrance into heaven, no good Christian would 
object. The thief on the cross did not know 
of the Virgin Birth and could not possibly have 
known of the Resurrection. In this he held 
the same position as all the Jews down through 


the ages. I am not’so sure that the Jews and 


even the thief on the cross were ignorant of 
the substitutionary atonement. 


Do the modern unbelievers then mean that 
these events and doctrines are not essential to 
God’s plan? If these events are rejected as 


fictitious and these doctrines as false, then of — 


course they could not be essential to anything. 
And probably the denial of their essentiality 
is in most cases merely a veiled way of denying 
their truth. But if there are some who admit 
that these events happened, but that they are 
not essential, the meaning can hardly be that 
they are not essential to God’s plan. Would 
not anything that God does be essential? In 
this sense Joshua’s taking Jericho is essential. 

Perhaps then the denial of essentiality means 
that belief in these facts is not essential to a 
mature Christian life. But if these are truly 
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facts and not fictions, then it hardly seems 
ossible to make any great headway in the 
Christian life without knowing them. 


Finally and most probably the. denial means 
that belief in these facts and doctrines is not 
essential to ordination. 


Well, it is to be admitted that by reason of 
its foundation principles these beliefs are not 
essential to ordination in a Unitarian church. 
There are also some other churches with no 
creed at all, and therefore nothing can be said 
to be essential to ordination in those churches. 


This is not true of the Presbyterian churches. 
A learned body of devout men spent half a 
dozen years drafting the Westminster Confes- 
sion as a written statement of what was to 
be believed and preached. It is incredible that 
they thought the Atonement and the Resurrec- 
tion unessential. ‘To suppose so requires mas- 
sive historical incompetence. And such igno- 
rance seems to me to disqualify a person for 
Presbyterian ordination. 


I would similarly argue that belief in the 


third chapter of the Confession, Of God’s Eternal 
Decree, is essential to a worthy Presbyterian 
ordination. But our present troubles are deeper 
than disloyalty to Calvinism. The Virgin Birth 
-and the Resurrection are essential to Lutheran- 
ism as well, and, to collapse all church history 
into a few words, these beliefs are stated in 
the Apostles Creed. They have in all ages been 
the belief of the Christian Church — the belief 
of the ordinary members and not merely a re- 
quirement for ordination. 


By what authority, now in the twentieth cen- 


tury, are they branded unessential? 
—G.H.C. 


From King David to 
President David 


According to the Good Book, Samuel had 
quietly anointed David as the future king of 
Israel. The people turned to him in grateful 
appreciation after his victory over Goliath. But 
in jealousy King Saul turned against him and 
sought to take his life. In the wilderness as 
a fugitive twice Saul was at the mercy of David 
and could easily have been slain by him. But 
each time David refused to lift his hand against 


the LORD’s anointed king. He spared Saul 
though Saul was seeking his life. 


We have now the services of a President 
whose middle name is David. Sundry editors 
are conducting a campaign to remove him from 
the direction of affairs. They do not remember 
the example of David in his treatment of King 
Saul, but avidly lift their hands against the 
man whom Providence through the voice of 
the American electorate has made our President. 
They attack him on the grounds of health, of 
inattention to his work, and of sundry other 


allegations. Indirectly, they seek to accomplish 


his removal by magnifying the Vice President 
and by running down the President’s Chief 
Assistant, Sherman Adams. 


We respectfully suggest to these editors that 
they accept the act of Divine Providence in 
providing Dwight David Eisenhower as_ the 
President of these United States for this term, 
or until such an act of Providence to his health 
or strength makes his retirement mandatory. 
In recognizing God’s hand in the choice of a 
President we are not setting up an infallible 
ruler. Not only Saul, but later King David, 
was by no means infallible. The Bible accounts 
the sins and mistakes of both — but it did not 
encourage lifting hands for the removal of 
either. It calls on us to pray for all those in 
authority over us that we may live in peace. 
Let us pray for the chief executive of our coun- 
try as the British pray for their rulers, offering 
our petitions in the name of David’s Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And then when we differ 
with the President, our criticisms may be chas- 
tened with prayer. The Good Book also tells 
us not to take up a railing accusation against 
the leader of our people. 


May the good example of David toward Saul 
encourage a better attitude than exists on the 
part of some editors toward the man whom 
Providence has. raised up-to be our President 
at this time. If so, the magnanimity of King 
David will be a blessing to our President David, 
three thousand years later. —W.C.R. 
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Have We Lost 
The Grace To Blush? 


Editors Note—The writer of this editorial 
was not reared in a sheltered atmosphere, 
away from the world. He came from a 
godly home. But in a secular college, in 
the business world, in professional baseball, 
medical school and hospitals, his surround- 
ings brought him in contact with much of 
the world in the “raw”. For that reason 
the following ts of particular significance. 

—H.B.D. 

* * * 

Our present generation has largely lost the 
grace to be shocked at anything. A blush from 
shame, modesty or confusion is a rarity, not a 
commonplace reaction to vulgarity or worse. 


In saying this we are not defending the 
prudery or priggishness of the Victorian age. 
In our day there is a refreshing frankness about 


some aspects of nature which is normal, healthy 


and right. 


But frankness is now being superseded by 
boldness, vulgarity and looseness in talk and 
actions which can lead to license and worse. 


The functions of nature may be faced with 
frankness, although such can lead to crudity 
which coarsens the fiber of personality. But 
sin should not be a subject for banter, con- 
doning or emulation. However, the grossest 
sins are today the subject of jokes, allusions 
and frank discussion. This situation has become 
so rife that homosexuality is now referred to 
by inference and worse — and few have the 
grace to blush. 


We recently had to answer a letter from a 
person who boasted of her church activities 
and high standing in the community and at 
the same time spoke without remorse of living 
in homosexual accord with another woman. 
Whether Romans I was used to reach her seared 
heart we do not know. 


We write with so much feeling because we 
know that the most depraved ways of life 
are now popularized. At least of the most 
popular movies of recent months have been 
based on such depravity whil¢ they, with the 
books from which they are taken, are accepted 
by tens of thousands of people \—- many, many 
of them church members. 


Have we lost the grace to \blush? To be 
shocked? To react vigorously against such pa- 
rading of sin? It would seem Ahat such is the 
case. 


Frankness of talk between the sexes has only 
too often given away to jokes and conversation 
not heard outside of the coarsest circles of a 
past generation. This is not freedom, it is 
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slavery. It is not liberty, it is license. It is 
not godly conversation but hellish folly. 


This is not a plea for any new laws on the 
statute books. It is not a demand for any kind 
of human censorship. But it is a plea that Chris- 
tians shall set an example by fleeing as from a 
plague from lewdness and levity based on lewd- 
ness. Such standards and their resulting atti- 
tudes are not born of prudery; rather they come 
from the sweetness and purity which are to be 
found in Christ and those who walk in His 
strength and likeness. 


The Puritans of old became the butt of jokes 
because they rigidly turned from the licentious- 


ness of their own day. But they took a stand 


for righteousness which, in some way, must be 
repeated in our own time. Russian Communism 
has not been able to sweep over America, but 
the bawdiness of hell itself is to be seen any- 
where in the land today... 


And few of us have the grace to even blush. 


—L.N.B. 

Where Life Begins | 
“And ... , they forsook all, and followed 
him.” 
‘And he left all, rose up, and followed him.” 
Luke 5:28 


“And he said unto them all, If any man 

will come after me, let him deny himself. 

(say ‘No’ to self), and take up his cross 

daily.” Luke 9:23 
* 

Christian discipleship is not easy, so far as 
that word is used in the world. It is not easy 
to “forsake all” and follow Christ. It is not 
easy to “‘say no to self” every day and to take 
up Christian responsibilities. 


One wonders if the Church is not failing 
in not laying greater stress on our Lord’s de- 
mands for discipleship. This is not a picture 
of gloominess but actually of great joy. It is 
not a renunciation of happiness but a door 
through which real happiness is to be found. 


At the end of World War II there was much 
talk of “total surrender.’ This had to do with 
a vanquished foe. The foe which we each one 
face is the enemy of the inner self who is 
only conquered as Christ comes in to redeem 
and become Lord of all. He demands of us 
total surrender, not that we should become 
slaves but free men — slaves of Christ but 
free from self and Satan. : 


The problems of no two people are alike. 
The sin which so easily touches one life has 
little appeal to some one else. The ambitions 
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so dear to one are no hindrance to some one 
else. But there are things which each one is 
expected to lay down that they may follow Him. 
There are encumbrances in one life about 


~ which another may know nothing. But God 


knows every heart and He knows that until 
we reach the place where we are willing to 
give up any and everything for His sake, and 
to go forward in the freedom and power He 
alone can give, we have not entered into life 
in the fullness we should enjoy. 


Saying no to self and saying yes to Jesus 
Christ is where life really begins. | : 
—L.N.B. 


An Overdue Exposure 


It is only natural that publishers like to make 
a “scoop”, and while the Journal is not over- 
ambitious in this, yet we are grateful to be “in 
at the first” on the uncovering of one of those 
strange oversights which occur now and then in 
the world’s history, causing people to “wonder 
why.” 


In a recent circular letter sent out by one of 
our Board members, the closing paragraph read 
this way: ‘‘A self-addressed, stamped envelope 1s 
enclosed for your convenience (in replying) .” 


One of these circulars went to our good friend, 
Mr. Alfred D. Mason, of Memphis. Mr. Mason 
came across with a generous list of new sub- 
scribers and a check to cover, and with this 
comment and challenge: “The very first time 
you see an envelope addressing ITSELF, 
PLEASE take a photograph of it and send me 


one!!! This strange expression is used a great. 


deal; but mo such thing ever happened. Makes 
me smile.” 


We sent him this reply: “The Editor-in-Chief 
seemed to be surprised and delighted by your 
discovery of the time-worn error and misnomer 
of a ‘self-addressed envelope’, but passed the 
buck to the writer to reply and confess to our 
confusion and redness of face. 


“The question takes its place with the South 
Pole and other hitherto undiscovered spots on 
the planet, to wit: Why was this palpable ab- 
surdity not discovered before? Why the com- 
municating world and the Postmaster General 
have been winking at the claim of a blank en- 
velope to having the power to (as it were) lift 
itself by its own boot-flaps, is beyond our com- 
prehension. The thing which flabbergasts us is 
that this fiendish lie has been masquerading 
before us a lifetime, only thinly veiled, and 
we allowed it to get by. It took you to discover 


the fraud. And we thank you for it. Henceforth 


we shall be careful to say, Herewith enclosed 
tind an addressed envelope stamped for reply. 


JANUARY 29. 1958 


This will at least relieve the envelope of a lot 
of responsibility if there should be a mistake 
in the address, or a 


it should be a three. 
We of course can- 
not send you a 
photograph, but have 
sketched here what 
might yet take place 
in the Space Era. 
Gratetully yours, 


w. 


The Sun and the Moon Stood Still 
By J. V. N. Talmage 


Chapter 16: NOAH’S CLOCK FAILS 


God promised Noah that day and night would 
not cease, and this suggests that there had been 
some kind of interruption in the rotation of 
the earth. In this chapter we have the difficult 


_task of explaining how it could have happened. 


A few weeks ago the writer noticed in a scien- 
tific periodical that the rotation of the earth 
was even today slightly irregular. (Science Digest 
August, 1957). At the end of the last century 
men discovered that the poles moved slightly. 
In the July 1957 issue of the National Geographic 
it was reported that the men at the South Pole 
had difficulty keeping a flag over the “spin 
pole.” Geophysicists know that the crust of the 
earth is finely balanced in rotating equilibrium 
and that the very small things disturb that 
balance. A cataclysmic event such as was de- 
scribed in previous chapters caused the crust 
to slip far and rapidly, but the process was 
not simple. Here are some facts. 


1. The plastic material that filled the blister 
in the earth’s crust centered in Tanganyika 
came from the south, for it left a trail of 
“faulting” (irregular uplifts) all the way to 
the southern coast of Africa. Along the coast 
of Mozambique, Natal and farther south there 
are raised reaches high above the present shores 
where the sea used to wash. The uplift is varied 
as is usual with faulting. The time of these 
uplifts can be determined by stone tools con- 
nected with them in one way or another. The 
beaches connected with the FLOOD cataclysm 
are known as those of the MAJOR EMER- 


GENCE. 


2. The flow of the material under the crust 
northward had a tendency to swing westward 
as the trade winds do. This of course inter- 
fered with the rotation of the crust of the earth 
above, and thus the sun and the moon appeared 
to stand still. Actually they appeared to slow 
up gradually and then start forward again, or 
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move in an irregular path. 


3. The force tending to interfere with the 
rotation of the crust was on the southern side 
of the equator only. This uneven application 
caused the crust of the earth to swing forward 
in the north so that the North Pole moved 
from central Greenland to north of the Behring 
Strait, thus freezing the mammoths on the way 
and producing the rapid change in sea level. 


4. The sea level rose in the North Atlantic, 
and sank in the South Atlantic Ocean. There 
are interesting signs of this movement of ocean 
water. The amount of ocean water remained 
constant. 


5. After the catastrophe the “balance pole” 
(a position where the crust of the earth could 
rotate without wobbling), was somewhere be- 
tween Norway and the present North Pole. 
It had been in Greenland before the FLOOD. 
At the end of the FLOOD the spinning pole 
was not in a position of equilibrium, so that 
for the next 2,000 years or more the crust of 
the earth had to wobble in such a way that the 
North Pole traced a counterclockwise contract- 
ing spiral path around the balance pole, making 
two complete circuits. 


6. The forty days rain indicates there had 
been violent changes in the atmosphere above 
as it sped forward over the sliding or slipping 
crust below. Noah must have had a rough 
time in the ark. 


7. Altogether the series of catastrophies in © 


one way or another affected the entire world,— 
earthquakes, volcanism, rapid changes of cli- 
mate and sea level, terrible storms and river 


floods. 


8. One can readily see how some highly 
specialized scientists and theologians find it 
easier to call the FLOOD a myth than try to 
fathom all the geophysics involved. 


9. Many other interesting facts are omitted 
for the lack of space. 
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“Jesus Wept”’ 


Tears often indicate strength, character and 
noble emotions — not weakness. The Bible 
relates a number of instances when strong men 
cried. Job sobbed over his affliction but held 


fast to his integrity. Elisha wept as he prophe- 


sied the slaughter of the disobedient Isrealites. 


In Psalms, David spoke of his own tears, 
especially in confessing his sins. A similar case 
was cited by Luke when the woman washed 
Jesus’ feet with her tears and the Master said, 
“Go and sin no more.” — 


Isaiah, Jeremiah and Nehemiah, three of 


the strongest men of God in the Old Testa- 


ment, wrote of tears and weeping and so did 
Paul in the New Testament, “serving the Lord 
with many tears.”” After Peter thrice denied 
his Lord, he went outside and wept bitterly. 
These men were not ashamed of their tears. 


When Christ was on earth He wept over 
Jerusalem as He looked down on the city of 
David which refused to accept Him. He wept 
with the mourners at Lazarus’ grave, not be- 
cause His friend had died but because even 
Martha and Mary did not have sufficient faith. 


John in Revelation also tells of Jesus weeping 
“because no man was found worthy to open 
and to read the book.” ‘Tears cleanse the heart 
and wash the soul and we who profess our 
religion need a good cry occasionally, privately 
if you prefer. 

—Ralph Brewer 


Society of Missionary Inquiry, 
Columbia Theological Seminary, 


7 Decatur, Ga. 
Here Am 1... Send Me 


It is increasingly evident that the work of 
God is being held back because of the lack of 
workers in the field. It is a Biblical and his- 
torical fact that people are won to Christ by 
the preaching of the Word of God. In the New 
Testament we do not find lives changed except 
where Jesus Christ has been preached as Risen 
Saviour. GOD USES MAN SPEAKING HIS 
WORD TO REACH MAN. 


What is the need today for missionaries to 
take this saving faith to those who have not 
heard? There are 214 billion people in the 
world today of whom 835 million are at least 
nominal Christians. This 835 million includes 
both Protestants and Roman Catholics. ‘The 


remaining 1,665,000,000 people are split among > 


the Moslems, Buddhists, Confucianists, Hindus, 
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faoists, Shintoists, Jews, and animists. This 
means that approximately 1/3 of the world’s 
opulation are at least nominal Christians and 
2/3 either have never heard or have heard and 
do not believe in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Today the Presbyterian Church, U. S. (South- 
ern), is committed to reach 40,000,000 people 
in parts of Mexico, Brazil, Ecuador, Taiwan, 
Japan, Korea, Belgian Congo, Portugal, and 
Iraq. We have 509 missionaries making an 
attempt to evangelize these people. This means 
that WE HAVE ONE MISSIONARY FOR 
APPROXIMATELY EVERY 79,000 PEOPLE. 


This is in itself an impossible task. IN 


AMERICA WE HAVE ONE PREACHER FOR 
APPROXIMATELY EVERY 800 PEOPLE. It 
is significant to note that in 1925 the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., had 457,093 members and 
527 missionaries. In 1958 we have 829,675 
members and only 509 missionaries. This means 
that we have about doubled our membership 


_ in the United States but have actually cut down 


on the total number of missionaries. 


A School of Missions 
By Rev. James Milton McKnight, Th.M. 
Minister of First Presbyterian Church 
Phenix City, Ala. 
Are you planning to have a school of Missions 
in your church this year. If not — why not. 


Have you not read of the great missionary con- 
ferences at the First Presbyterian church in 


_ Chattanooga; those of Dr. Harold Ockenga at 


his church in Boston. Dr. Oswald Smith of 
the People’s Church, Toronto, has a school of 
missions each year and sends out 200 mission- 
aries costing $250,000 a year. 


After all, why should anyone hear the Gospel 
twice before everyone has heard it once. Every 
Christian is a missionary and is obliged to go 
himself or send a substitute. 


We are a small mission church. In fact, we 
don’t have a church at all. Phenix City is the 
only city in the United States with a popula- 
tion of 30,000 that does not have a Presbyterian 
church. Russell county is the only county of 
50,000 people that does not have a Presbyterian 
church. Some said we should spend all trying 
to get a church here, since we don’t have one. 


But we heard that Rev. Ernest Gilmore was 
going to be in town visiting his parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. E. Gilmore. We invited him to 
preach on Brazil. At the close of the service, 
a man walked up and said, “Here is $100 for 
Brazil.” If you will inform the church about 
missions, they will give. This small congrega- 
tion of 61 members, without a building of any 
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asked again for 1,000 missionaries . 


kind, and meeting in a school, raised over $400 
for benevolences this year. 


Charles Darwin made a visit to Terra Del 
Fuego before the missionaries went there — 
and then later after they had been there quite 
a while — and he said the change was miracu- 
lous. It sold him on World Missions. Theodore 
Roosevelt said if we knew one-tenth of the work 
that missionaries do, we would be converted 
and believe in Foreign Missions. In 1929 John 
R. Mott asked for 1,000 missionaries in Japan. 
We said no. We had to send a million men to 
Japan. In 1947 General Douglas MacArthur 
. The Prot- 
estant Church sent only 200. We may miss our 
chance again. 


Visitation evangelism at home and Missions 
abroad will save the world. The answer to 
Sputnik is not thousands of new missiles; the 
answer is more missionaries to win the world 
for Christ. Glen Clark used to say that if we 
could get 4 million Americans on their knees 
praying for Russia, we would see her converted. 


Think what a great missionary opportunity that 


would be. 
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The New Curriculum Study Report 


(This is a joint report made by Dr. John R. Richardson and Dr. Robert Strong as representatives 
of the Southern Presbyterian Journal at a recent meeting in Richmond, Virginia. H. B. D.) 


The Board of Christian Education in 1955 
set up a committee to make a study of the 
problems of curriculum. The personnel of the 
committee was taken from outside the Board 
itself and its employees. Representative pastors 
and educators and several laymen were asked 
to serve in making the study, which was officially 
received by the Board last Fall. It is now pro- 
posed that groups across the church in turn 
make a study of the document and offer their 
comments to the Board for its guidance. Pilot 
curriculum units will be tested in selected 
churches in the light of the Report. Articles 
will be published in the church press expound- 
ing the points of view expressed in the Report. 
It is hoped that thus church-wide study of the 
Report will occur and that it will be made 
clear to the Board how it may best proceed in 
implementing the recommendations embodied 
in the Study Report. 


John R. Richardson and Dr. Robert 
Strong were recently in Richmond to represent 
the Southern Presbyterian Journal at a con- 
ference initiated by the Board for the study of 
the Report by members of our denominational 
press. The Journal and the Outlook were the 
independent papers with staff representation at 
this meeting. 


The Study Report is in two parts, the first 
being the work of the study committee as a 
whole and dealing with the basic presuppositions 
and guiding principles of Christian education. 
This is the really important and _ significant 
section of the Report. The second part consists 
of three appendices, which set forth the results 
of individual study. ‘This material was reviewed 
by the committee as a whole but not extensively 
re-worked. Perhaps for that reason it exhibits 
certain deficiencies, particularly in the discus- 
sion of the idea of revelation. 


Indeed in our day there is much confusion 
in the use and understanding of this term. So 
much so that it may be helpful to offer com- 
ment on the subject at this point. By the term 
“revelation” is meant the disclosure of informa- 
tion. In Christianity, of course, the reference 
is to information about God and His ways. We 
speak of general revelation and refer to what 
may be known of God in the world He created, 
in the nature of man created in His image, and 
in His providential dealings with mankind. We 
speak of special revelation and refer to the 
activity of God in the redemption of sinners, 
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‘revelation by word, by manifestations of the 
Divine presence, by miracles, and by the in- 
carnate. Son of God. Scripture is the record 
of that part of God’s revelation deemed neces- 
sary by Him for our instruction in righteous. 
ness. The process by which this record was 
infallibly made is called inspiration, a_ term 
taken from II Timothy 3:16, where it has the 
meaning “breathed out by God.” Careful use 


-of these terms is exceedingly helpful in dis- 


cussing Christian themes. The vagueness and 
confusion that characterize much _ theological 
writing in our time would to no small degree 
thereby be avoided. 


The strange deviation of neo-orthodoxy, for 
example, would be guarded against. We speak 
of the notion current among some modern 
theologians that Scripture becomes the Word 
of God when by the inward testimony of the 
Holy Spirit a reader or hearer’s mind becomes 
convinced that God is truly speaking to him. 
To these scholars it does not particularly mat- 
ter whether the events recorded in the Bible 
are historical and correctly reported. God, they 
say, can strike a straight blow with a crooked 
stick. When the Spirit of God imparts illumina- 
tion, you have revelation. Revelation is thus 
contemporary. Obviously the trouble with this 
kind of approach is that it makes light of what 
should be the supremely important point of 
the full truthfulness of the Bible. It, moreover, 
launches those who would be in the Christian 
fold upon the uncertain and treacherous seas of 
a boundless subjectivism and a mysticism that 
is thoroughly anti-intellectual. 


Turning now to the discussion of the Study 


Report proper, we are quick to express the 


opinion that here is represented one of the 
most wholesome developments in years in the 
educational life of our church. Aware of the 
necessity of keeping abreast of trends in the- 
ology and education, the study committee 
sought at all times to approach its task in the 
light of the confessional position of our church 
as given in the Westminster standards. These 
are no mere expression of a static theology but 
the product of the reverent diligence in Bible 
study of some of the most brilliant minds ever 
brought together in conference, the Westmin- 
ster Confession and Catechisms will come into 
new appreciation among us as a result of the 
Curriculum Study Report. 


‘The Report as interpreted to us in the meet- 


ing in Richmond offers several noteworthy em- 
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phases. ‘The first of these is the place of major 
importance recognized as belonging of right 
to Holy Scripture. The Bible as the record 
of God’s revelation; the Bible as the uniquely 
given element in Christianity; the Bible as the 
very Word of God; the Bible as the indispensable 
factor in coming to a genuine Christian experi- 
ence; the Bible as inspired by the Holy Spirit and 


the chosen tool of the Holy Spirit, to which He | 


bears witness and which He alone is capable 
of adequately illumining for our sin-darkened 
minds and hearts; the Bible as history and not 
myth, as fully true, not mixed with error— 
this was the point of view professed. This is 
our church’s position historically considered. 
To.say this today, to embody this conviction 
in our curriculum is essential for our integrity 
as a confessional church and for spiritual vital- 
ity. We can only praise the Study Report for 
reminding the church of the necessity of such 
an emphasis. | 


Again, we were heartened to observe the 
realistic and Biblical analysis given of human 
nature. We are a Calvinistic denomination. 
This means that we recognize that sin has rav- 
aged human nature, rendering us unable “to 
choose life in the family of God .. . unless 
enabled by the grace of God.” Thus “the de- 
liverance from the bondage to sin which man 
cannot bring about for himself can be accom- 
plished by the work of the Holy Spirit.” Out 
of sound thinking like this will come better 
evangelism, we may confidently expect. Chil- 
dren will be early pointed to the Lord Jesus 
Christ as Saviour. Their salvation will not 
be taken for granted. The necessity of personal 
commitment to Him will be stressed as evidence 
of the regenerating work of God’s Spirit. The 
inner struggle with sin will be interpreted 
aright, so that growth in grace will be expected 
and assisted. Sin, judgment, the atoning sacri- 
fice of Christ, the renewing and _ sanctifying 
work of the Holy Spirit will be the still more 
dominant themes of our curriculum materials. 


Every age develops a terminology. In our 
own time favorite terms for the experience of 
salvation are “confrontation” and “personal en- 


counter.” Reflected in them is a proper zeal | 


for reality in Christian experience. We are 
a creedal church, we have a doctrinal conscious- 
ness. Our creed is more to us, however, than 
a classroom study. It is meant to be and it 
should be the means of bringing us into the 
personal knowledge of the Triune God. This 
is what the Bible talks about when it treats of 
knowing God, not merely knowing about Him, 
but meeting Him and bowing before Him as 
Saviour and King. The Study Report does well 


to stress the dynamic quality of genuine Chris- 


tianity. 


As the Report gave attention to certain of 


the newer terms of theological discourse it also 
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helpfully brought into the forefront of notice 
an old, traditional Presbyterian word, namely, 
“covenant.” The doctrine of the covenant has 
sometimes been called the sixth point of Calvin- 
ism. If it helps to bring back into use and 
understanding this time-honored expression, 
the Report will have served the church exceed- 
ingly well. Ours is a covenant theology: the 
Confession of Faith is at no point plainer than 
on this. The Lord is our God and we are His 
people. He has established the church to be 


the visible manifestation of the covenant. Chris- 


tian education must take as one of its first prin- 
ciples this conception of God’s plan to lead 
the older and the young into the knowledge 
and performance of His holy will. 


One may well ask to what extent the Study 
Report differs from or advances beyond the 
official platform of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation as set forth in its publication “Philosophy 
of Christian Education.” The answer would be 
that there is no fundamental conflict; entire 


harmony is found when they are compared. The 


value of the Study Report is that it offers a more 
detailed treatment of our educational problem 
and does so against the background of recent 
developments in the areas of theology and edu- 
cation. The Report is a re-thinking of Christian 
education. Unlike the notorious Re-thinking 
Missions of two decades ago, which virtually 
scrapped historic Christianity, the Study Report 
holds true to Presbyterian verities. It is a valu- 


_ able piece of work and should have profoundly 
- beneficial effect in the life of our church in 


the coming years. 


It may be well to note several of the adverse 
things that are being said about the Report. 
Some question the advisability of incorporating 
in such a report criticisms open and implied 
of schools of theologians and educators. We 
should suggest, on the other hand, that a definite 
conflict in thought is raging today. Theological 
Liberalism is not dead. Progressive education 
is still working its pernicious effects in the field 
of religious education. We may as well be 
frank about it that these schools are not looked 
to for guidance in the Southern Presbyterian 


Church. 


Then it is questioned whether the Report 
deals with the real trouble in Christian educa- 
tion. The speculation is that the real trouble 
is that on the local level too many are content 
to go on doing their work in the same old 


_ ineffectual way. To discuss theories is largely 


pointless if Sunday School teachers and youth 
leaders are never going to try to get out of 


_ their ruts. We should suggest, on the other 


hand, that the kind of guidance furnished in 
the Report is what if anything will get leaders 
out of their ruts. Bring these ideas to bear in 
church-wide discussion, in leadership training 
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classes, in new curriculum materials and a help- 
ful change will come. 


Also it is wondered by some if it is fair to 
suggest, as the Report of course does, that all 
is not thoroughly well in our denomination’s 
Christian education program. Let it be said to 
the credit of the Board of Christian Education 
that they were willing to run this risk and to 
accept the consequences that free and wide dis- 
cussion of these issues would entail. The Board 
does not regard itself as sacrosanct. It is sensitive 
to the church’s opinions. It most evidently de- 
sires to serve the church. Implied in the Study 
Report and the use being made of it by the 
Board is awareness that there has been a justi- 
fiable dissatisfaction with some of the Board's 
efforts. A high official of the Board agreed 
with Dr. Strong that the Summer Bible School 
material of the last few years has been very 
poor. Unable to finance publication of our 
own material, the Board offered literature from 
an outside publishing house. The choice was 
most unfortunate. A big difference in DVBS 
material for 1958 is promised. Here we touch 


upon one of the continuing problems of the 
Board. To prepare materials money in large 
sums is needed. ‘To implement the recommenda- 
tions of the Study Report the church is going 
to have to make available to the Board a great 
deal of money. It would be hard to think of a 
more pressing benevolence need, or one more 
worthwhile. 


No, we can find no fault with the Board and 
with the Study Report for impliedly admitting 
that there is ground for criticism of our Chris- 
tian education work. Too little Bible study at 
certain levels of instruction, too little emphasis 
at times on Christ and His cross and His aton- 
ing blood, too little use of the concept of the 
covenant, too little insistence on the dynamic 


quality of the Christian experience, not always 


a consistently self-conscious Calvinism — honor 
to the Report for suggesting that we can and 
must improve our educational program. Honor 
to the Board of Christian Education for thus 
calling the church to follow more intelligently 


and devotedly the risen Lord’s command to. go 


and teach. 


The Parable of the Ten Virgins 
or Happy Prospect... Tragic Ending 


MATTHEW 25:1-13 
By J. Woodrow Hassell, Th.D. 


We have in the story of the Ten Virgins one — 


of the most pathetic scenes in our Lord’s teaching. 
Nothing in human history more than in weddings 
arouses our sense of the beautiful and delightful. 
Here was a wedding ceremony about to take place, 
for which much preparation had evidently been 
made. The bride was awaiting the coming of her 
groom, the bridesmaids all dressed and the guests 
assembled. Everything presaged laughter, frolic 
and feasting. Can anything be more delightful than 
a wedding! 


And yet to our shocked surprise the whole thing— 
at least for a part of the company—ended in sheer 
tragedy. The facts are so few and simple, and they 
are stated so clearly, that repetition is superfluous. 
After all, this is a mere story out of human ex- 
perience intended to convey and enforce lessons of 
the most important sort. And it is our task now 
to explore and discover if possible what the teach- 
ing has for us. 


I. THe Two Groups CoMpPaARED 
AND CONTRASTED 


A casual glance at these two groups of brides- 
maids might lead us to wonder why so tragic an 
end overtook one of them and for so slight a 
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difference. Indeed the only difference between 
them appears at first sight to be simply that one 
group had an extra supply of oil while the other 
did not. But let us see. . 


The wise and the foolish certainly had much in 
common. In some unexplained way they both were 
connections of the bride or groom, either kin to 
them, or their friends; else they would never have 
been invited to perform the part of bridesmaids. 
Furthermore, they were all dressed for the occasion 
and had made certain prepanations for the wedding 
ceremony. 


But there was a difference, seemingly slight but 
fraught with deep significance. One had oil; the 


other had none. We are all prone to forget things. 


But the greater the occasion, the more careful the 
preparation has to be, and the less excusable is the 
omission. In such a case the omission is rightly 
considered a slight and a piece of unforgivable 
carelessness. And so it was in this case. Forgetful- 
ness of the oil then was more than a common 
human frailty, a slight oversight. It was an un- 
forgivable carelessness that amounted to an insult 
to the high contracting parties, and this was justly 
repaid with exclusion from the happy festivities. 
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We are now prepared to determine who they are 
who are represented by the five foolish virgins. 
No doubt they are “‘those who have had some feel- 
ings of attachment to the Lord Jesus, and certain 
impulses Christ-ward to which they yielded at the 
time; but they were not constant.” (Dr. W. M. 
Taylor, Parables, P. 167). Surely they are not 
avowed enemies of Christ and His gospel, but are 
sympathetic with Him and with it. To a certain 
degree they have felt the Spirit’s call and have 
yielded themselves. Some slight preparation they 
have made indeed which they consider renders them 
perfectly safe for the great event of His coming. 


But these lack that deep and abiding conviction 
which captures and overpowers a person with a 
sense of supreme importance. To them, while the 


interests of religion ought to be given some con- 


sideration, God and His Kingdom are after all a 
secondary matter. They spend little or no time in 
a thorough canvass of their own spiritual condition 
in order to determine whether they have done 
everything possible to please the Bridegroom in 
their preparation. They are like those stony-ground 
hearers of the Word who received it with joy, but 
not having root in themselves withered away when 
the sun arose. 


It is a solemn question which we ought to ask 
ourselves, Is Christ to me simply an attractive 
Personality, and His gospel a happy convenience ? 
Or is Christ all in all to me? Does He come into 
mind only on Sunday? or is He never far from 
the surface of my occupied mind day and night? 
Is He only a pleasant song, or the Chief among 
ten thousand and the one altogether lovely to me? 


What TIT have just said suggests the circumstance 
that “while the bridegroom tarried they all slum- 
bered and slept.”’ Perhaps this requires a word of 
explanation, for you will note that the wise as 
well as the foolish were asleep. Since this is so, 
there could be nothing reprehensible in the slumber. 
No doubt this is thrown in as describing the con- 
ditions of human life, even for the true followers 
of Christ. Life on this earth for everybody is full 
of cares and responsibilities which demand our 
attention. It has never been the plan of heaven 
for Christians to isolate themselves like monks 
from the cares of the world, withdraw themselves 
into caves and there spend their lives in prayer and 
contemplation of the spirit world. Our attention, 
as God has organized His world, must be much 
upon the affairs of the world; and this necessary 
occupation with world affairs is termed in the 
parable a slumber. But such a slumber, mind you, 
as is thoroughly compatible with a deep and abiding 
interest in things spiritual. Everybody has had the 
experience of going to bed at night with the in- 
tention of arising at the midnight hour or very 
early in the morning for a journey or some im- 
portant business. How lightly do we sleep! and 
how easily do we awake at the sound of a soft 
voice! and how quickly are we awake and away! 
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The important thing was not the sleep but the 
business; the sleep was incidental. | 


How we do need Christians, men and women, 
who though they must need sleep in the sense ex- 
plained, vet at every moment, day and night, are 
ready and prepared to go forth to meet the Bride- 
groom! 


II. Crisis REVEALS CHARACTER 


The climax of the story comes with the an- 
nouncement, “Behold! the Bridegroom cometh!” 
At last, and O so suddenly, what one group had 
been expecting and was prepared for, and what 
struck the other with consternation and dismay, 
had now flashed like a clap of thunder upon them. 
Note how calmly and deliberately the wise virgins 
start out to join the bridal party, and with what 
insufferable anguish the foolish were seized. There 
is no time now for preparation; that season is in 
the past. Admittance to the marriage festivities or 
exclusion therefrom is fixed as in the twinkling of 
an eye. 


This is a common experience, seen in everyday 
life. Let some misfortune strike a man, as death 
in the home, or a desperate illness, or a business 
failure, and see how he reacts. A few are ready 
for any eventuality, and this is revealed by a sur- 
prisingly calm composure which almost resembles 
complete indifference; while many are enveloped 
in uncontrollable agitation and anguish. An old 
divine, Andrew Fuller, used to say that a man 
has only as much religion as he can command in 
time of trial. This is the reason that Jesus said 
at the end of the parable, ‘““Watch therefore, for 
ve know neither the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of Man cometh.” If we would be ready for 
the event of eternity, we should take pains to be 
ready every day. Then whatever day, whatever 
hour He shall appear we shall be ready and will 
not be taken by surprise. 


But what are we to understand by the coming 
of the Son of Man? It is clear from the Bible 
story that at the end of the age Jesus Himself will 
suddenly appear and assume control of world af- 
fairs personally. This will be sudden and final 
both for the wise and foolish. 


But there is also another coming of the Lord. 
He comes at death also, and He will come for each 
of us in this way if His final coming is long de- 
layed. In any case we face a final judgment, and 
for this it is the height of wisdom that we be 
prepared. What a pity it was that the foolish 
virgins were without oil! This could have been 
provided so easily and cheaply. But this they heed- 
lessly neglected, and for this simple piece of care- 
lessness suffered the shame and humiliation of 
exclusion from the wedding, 


The question of all importance for us is, are we 
prepared? How easy is this preparation made! yea, 
the preparation is made for us, and all we have 
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to do is to accept it. Whatever we do, let us pro- 
ceed not one step further without laying hold of 
that which will cause us to stand at the judgment, 
and without which we must throughout all eternity 
be doomed to dwell in utter darkness and despair. 


III. Not TRANSFERABLE 


One of the sad moments in the story comes when 
the wise virgins say to their sisters, “Not so, but 
go to those who sell and buy for yourselves,” 
refusing to share their oil with the others. 


Does this sound like selfishness? At first sight 
it may sound so, but this is not the case. Jesus 
meant to state here a very profound and unchange- 
able truth. That truth is that character is not 
transferable. As the wise virgins would not divide 
with their sisters their oil, so I cannot give to you 
any element of my character. We can do a great 
deal for each other. We can pray for each other, 
we can encourage each other, we can teach each 
other. But we cannot impart our faith to another, 
nor our courage, nor our peace and hope. There 
are cases where a Christian would give his right 
arm to be able to believe and lay hold on eternal 
life for his friend or loved one. But this is 
impossible. All he can do is to reason and urge 
and pray. Every man must provide his own oil. 


CONCLUSION 


The one word which describes the keynote of 
the parable is the word urgency. I have no way 
of knowing the circumstances of your life; but I 
do know there is nothing so urgent, important and 
pressing for each individual here as is the prepa- 
ration for the coming of the Bridegroom. How 
suddenly He may come we know not! How easy 
is the preparation He requires! How blessed are 
those that await His coming! How tragic the state 
of those who live in heedless neglect! What an 
awful doom it would be to hear Him say to us 
as He did to the foolish virgins, “Verily I say unto 
vou, IT know you not!” 


“Late, late, so late! and dark the night and chill; 
Late, late, so late, but we can enter still.” 
“Too late, too late! Ye cannot enter now.”’ 


“No light had we; for that we do repent; 
And learning that, the Bridegroom will relent.” 
“Too late, too late! Ye cannot enter now.” 


“No light, so late! and dark and chill the night! 
Oh let us in that we may find the light!” 
“Oh no! Too late! Ye canont enter now.” 


“Have we not heard the Bridegroom is so sweet? 
Oh, let us in, though late, to kiss His feet!” 
““Too late, too late! Ye cannot enter now.”’ 


(From Idylls of the King, Guinevere, line 167ff) 
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LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 16 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Preaching Minstry Of The Church 


Background Scripture: Luke 4:42,43; 5:1-3; Romans 10:14-17; Ephesians 3:7-19 


Devotional Reading: Mark 1:14-20 


Preaching and teaching are so closely related that it is almost impossible to draw a line between 
them. Sometimes the two words are used in referring to the same incident or similar incidents. In 
Luke 4 we find that he (Jesus) taught in their synagogues, and then we are told of his preaching 
in the synagogue at Nazareth. Some preaching is very much like teaching, and some teaching takes 
the form of preaching. As a rule we think of preaching as a more formal presentation of the truth, 


while teaching leaves room for question and 
answer. In Acts, however, we are told that they 
that were scattered abroad went everywhere 
preaching the word (or talking the word). 
Preaching is proclaiming the Good News; teach- 
ing is explaining the Good News. Jesus was 
the Master Teacher and Master Preacher and 
He used both teaching and preaching to reach 
and save and train men in His service. In our 
Devotional Reading we read that Jesus came 
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God and 
calling upon men to repent and believe the 
gospel. This was in the nature of a proclama- 


tion. John the Baptist had also preached, pre- 


paring the way for the coming of the King. 
Jesus called His first disciples. ‘They were to 
be with Him and then to go out and preach 
the Kingdom of God. Later on, after His death 
and resurrection, and the coming of the Holy 
Spirit, Peter preached and the others went forth 


to carry the gospel to all the world. We see 


that preaching has always been part, and a. large 
part, of the ministry of the church. The proph- 
ets were preachers. 


I. Preaching was part of the Ministry of Jesus: 
Luke 4:42.43; 5:1-5. 


“IT must preach the kingdom of God to other 
cities also: for therefore am I sent.” Preaching 
was an important part of His ministry; He 
preached; He taught; He healed. He came also 
to die for the sins of the world. He came to 
give His life a ransom for many. In John 12:27 
He says, “but for this cause came I unto this 
hour.” If we note the context we see that He 
is referring to the hour of His death. But for 
three years Jesus preached the kingdom of God. 
The Head of the Church was a Preacher, and it 
is natural that preaching became a very impor- 
tant part of the ministry of His Church. He 
often used a ship (or boat) as His pulpit (Luke 
5:1-3): “And He sat down and taught the peo- 
ple out of the ship.” This was the way He 
spake to great multitudes in parables as we 
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find Him doing in Matthew 13. The people 


would gather on the shore and the boat would 
be a short distance out in the water. We can 
easily draw this picture in our own minds. 
It was His unique way of separating Himself 
far enough from the crowds which thronged 
around Him. Otherwise, He would have found 
it almost impossible to preach to them. — 


At other times, as in Matthew 5, He went up 
into a mountain and spoke to the multitudes. 
We have already seen Him teaching and preach- 
ing in the synagogues. Sometimes He preached 
in the home or as He journeyed from place to 
place. 


The church, following the example of her 
Head, has used all sorts of places in which to 
preach. Wesley and Whitefield often preached 
in open fields, sometimes in the church yard, 
when the doors of the church were closed against 
them. Evangelists like Dr. Billy Graham speak 
in Madison Square Gardens, and in the ball 
stadiums and on the street. The Salvation Army 
used to hold street meetings and then go to 
some hall for follow-up meetings. Preaching 
is not confined to church buildings. The main 
object of preaching is to get the ear of the multi- 
tudes and reach them with the gospel. 


II. A Preacher Is Necessary: Romans 10:14-17. 


In verse 13 of this chapter there is a great 
promise; For whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. This is one of the 
“Whosoever Verses” of the Bible. Then Paul 


‘asks four questions, all beginning with “Howe”: 


How shall they call on him in whom they have 
not believed? How shall they believe in Him 
of whom they have not heard? How shall they 
hear without a preacher? and How shall they 
preach except they be sent? These questions 
bring out in the most striking way the necessity 
for preachers. We are saved by grace through 


faith. 
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III. His Marvelous Message: Ephesians 3:7-19. 


Let me just emphasize a few of the glorious 
expressions in these verses. 


“The unsearchable riches of Christ.” The 
translators of the New ‘Testament have had 
quite a time getting the most suitable word 
which is translated “unsearchable” in our King 
James Version. Such words as unfathomable, 
untraceable and inexhaustible have been used. 
The idea behind the word seems to be that the 
riches of Christ are so wonderful that no one 
of us can explore or exhaust them. No matter 
how deep we delve into these riches we find 
that there are more beyond. There are places 
in the ocean which have never been fathomed: 
there are spots in our world which have never 
been explored by man; there are so many deep 
and mysterious things about the gospel which 
even a man like Paul could not fully understand. 


“The manifold wisdom of God.” We can see 
the evidences of the wisdom of God in nature. 
Have we ever looked at the gospel from this 
viewpoint? We think of God’s Love as mani- 
fested in the gospel, and His power, but do 
we realize that back of the gospel we preach 
is “the only wise God, our Saviour?” Some call 
preaching “foolishness”; the Bible speaks of it 
as the wise plan of God for saving a lost world. 
Christ is made unto us wisdom, as well as right- 
eousness and sanctification and redemption. The 
eternal purpose and plan of God was the wisest 


plan that could have been devised for accom- | 


plishing the salvation of men. There are some 
‘wise fools’”’ who imagine they can improve upon 
the Gospel as the power of God unto salvation. 
“What fools these mortals be!” 


“The whole family in heaven and earth.” We 
often speak of a Christian Home and a Christian 
family. In the prophecy in Isaiah one of the 
names of Christ is “The Everlasting Father.” 
When they tell Jesus that His mother is looking 
for Him, He exclaims, Who is my mother and 
who are my brethren? He that doeth the will 


of my Father, the same is my mother and brother | 


and ‘sister. A great “Family” is being formed 
from people all over the world. Some boast of 
their “family tree.” Here is a family tree that 
is worth some boasting. Do you belong to that 
family? Faith comes ‘by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. Preachers were needed in 
the Old Testament Church; they are needed in 
the New Testament Church. 


Preachers must be sent; sent by the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit said to the Church at 
Antioch, separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them .. . 
so they being sent forth by the Holy Ghost 
_ departed. They were also sent by the Church 
at Antioch: And when they had fasted and 
prayed and laid their hands on them, they sent 
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them away. These two “sendings’” should be 
true of every preacher today. Some go who 
are not called or sent, I am afraid, by the Holy 
Spirit. "here were some self-appointed proph- 
ets in the Old Testament, and true prophets 
like Jeremiah had lots of trouble with them. 
Woe to the prophet or preacher who has not 


_ been sent by the Holy Spirit! Then, most of 


us believe that back of the preacher should 
be the church. In our denomination the Pres- 
bytery ordains its preachers. The day when the 
Presbytery lays its hands on a man and separates 
him to the gospel ministry is a sacred one. 


It is a great privilege to be a sent preacher: 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 


_ good things! I wonder if we realize what an 


honor and privilege is ours? As we think about 
it, I both tremble and rejoice. I tremble at 
the responsibility and I rejoice at the oppor- 
tunity. I look at my many failures and beg His 
mercy and forgiveness; I remember the blessings 
and praise His name. 


Our business is to preach the gospel. All 
who hear will neither call on the name of the 
Lord nor obey the gospel. The prophets met 
with unbelief and coldness; so will the preacher 
be met today. Jesus, the greatest of all preach- 
ers, said sorrowfully, Ye will not come unto 
Me that ye might have life. 


The need for preachers who are sent by the 
Holy Spirit is great. The harvest is plenteous 
and the laborers are few, pray therefore that 
the Lord of the Harvest will send forth laborers 
into His harvest. 


“The riches of His glory.” This is one of 
the phrases that Paul is fond of using along 
with “riches of His grace” and “rich in mercy.” 
What are some of these riches? 


“Strengthened with might by his Spirit.” How 
we need strength! Strength to overcome tempta- 
tion; strength to bear our sorrows; strength to 
perform the duties of life; strengen in the inner 
man! 


“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by 
faith.” Christ in us is the hope of glory. Paul 
rejoiced that Christ lived in Him. What a 
blessed experience for us to know that this is 
true of us! 


“Rooted and grounded in love.” We are able 
to comprehend with all saints what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height, and 
to know the love of Christ which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the full- 
ness of God. Here we begin to see what Paul 
meant when he spoke of “the unsearchable rich- 
ness of Christ.” Oh that we might have a share 
of those riches! | 
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YOUNG 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 16 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Temples Still Ui ndone 


Scripture: James 1:22-24 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Lead On, O King Eternal” 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“O Where Are Kings And Empires Now” 


Leader’s Introduction: 

This program deals with one of our four 
financial objectives for 1958. This is the second 
year that we have given money for the building 
of new churches in Leopoldville, Belgian Congo. 
Forty-five per cent of our contributions will be 
used for this project. The other fifty-five per 


cent will be divided as follows: fifteen per cent 


to provide scholarships for teen-age Arab refu- 
gees; fifteen per cent to make possible leader- 
ship training and fellowship for Christians in 
East Germany; and twenty-five per cent toward 
the salary of a Chinese Christian worker for the 
Chinese Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. 


When we had a program on the Leopoldville 
project last year, we learned something about 
the rapid growth and development of this mod- 
ern African city. We also learned that our 
Presbyterian mission had accepted an invita- 
tion to help reach thousands of unchurched peo- 
ple in this city. Through our gifts we have 
sought to help them in their task. Our speakers 
will review the situation in Leopoldville and 
bring us up to date. 


First Speaker: 

Modern Leopoldville is a city of 350,000 peo- 
ple. Only 22,000 of these are white people, 
so it is an African city populated by Africans. 
If we were to go there, we should find the ap- 
pearance of the city to be more modern than 
many of our American cities. It is the capital 
city of the Congo, and the center of commercial 
and cultural life. 


The cultural and economic advantages of city 
life have proved very attractive to many village 
dwellers in the Congo. There is a continual 
migration from village to city. The wages of 
urban employments are not high according to 
our standards, but they are much higher than 
can be earned in the villages of the interior. 
The houses of the Congolese are not lavish by 
our standards, having on the average three 
rooms, but they are clean and substantial and 
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a great improvement over the village huts. It 
is altogether understandable that the life of the 


city is very attractive to the ambitious village — 


dwellers. 


There is one great disadvantage to this migra- 
tion from the Christian standpoint. Many of 
those who have moved from country to city have 
been those who were educated in the mission 
schools and who were leaders in their churches 
and communities. Because of their education 
and natural abilities, the city has much to offer 
them, but it cannot offer the spiritual advantage 
of the rural village and its mission station. In 
Leopoldville the growth of the church has not 
kept pace with the growth of the city. The 
weakness of the Christian church is especially 
evident in the newer areas of the city. Many 


leaders in the village churches have moved to 


Leopoldville only to lose all contact with the 
church, simply because there was no church 
available near their new homes. Many of the 
less enthusiastic Christians have had their inter- 
est in spiritual matters stifled by the secular ap- 
peal of the City. In the great concentrations of 
new people in Leopoldville the church is losing 
members rather than gaining them. The urgency 
of the situation is apparent. 


Second Speaker: | 
If the need of Christian work and witness 
in Leopoldville is great, so are the opportunities. 


It is not like trying to establish a church among 


pagan people who have never heard the Gospel 
at all. Of course, the majority of them are un- 
reached, but there is a strong nucleus of Chris- 
tian leadership available. As the first speaker 
pointed out, many of those who have migrated 
to the city were leaders in their village churches. 
They have been educated in the Christian 
church, and they have had valuable experience 


- in the life and work of the church. Missionaries 


and African pastors are available to provide the 
basic leadership. The only thing lacking for 
a strong and effective church is physical equip- 
ment. 


Since our mission undertook the task in 
Leopoldville in 1955, there has been opportunity 
to open three mission schools. The Belgian 
government is so concerned with providing qual- 
ity education that it provides buildings and all 
necessary equipment for the schools operated 
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by the mission. The schools serve marvelously 
to enrich the spiritual as well as the intellectual 
life of the young people. The young people 


are the future leaders of the Congo, and it is. 


especially important that they receive Christian 
training and develop spiritual maturity. 


Third Speaker: 

' Our mission has sought to establish churches 
in areas of Leopoldville where approximately 
100,000 people live. It is hoped that another 
community can be entered soon. The three 
existing churches are worshipping in buildings 
which are small, unattractive, and altogether in- 
adequate. The poor quality of the buildings 
hurts the influence of the churches. In a com- 
munity where schools, houses, roads, and jobs 
are so much better than they were in the rural 
villages, it is discouraging and a poor witness to 
find church buildings that are much worse than 
the village churches. The Congolese Christians 
are concerned about the state of their buildings, 
but their ability to give is quite limited since 
their wages average around thirty-five dollars 


per month. Every day that the unattractive 
buildings stand there opportunities are being 
missed to win people to Christ. The Belgian 
government has given land for the churches and 
is very anxious that permanent buildings be 
erected. Time is running out. You can see why 
our gifts are most important. 


Program Leader: 

“The Church is God’s instrument — make 
it strong.” This is our theme for the year, and 
it applies to the church in Leopoldville just 
as surely as it applies to the church of which 
we are members. In the Scripture which was 
read from James, we were charged to be doers 
of the Word and not hearers only. The hear- 
ing of the Word is very important, for without 
it there can be no faith and no salvation. Be- 
fore there can be any adequate hearing of the 
Word in the churches of Leopoldville, there 
needs to be some doing, It is our privilege to 
share in that “doing” as we give money which 
the Lord can use to strengthen His church there. 
Offering and Prayer of Dedication. 


FLORIDA 


Miami—Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, secretary of the 
department of higher education of the Presbyterian 


Church, U.S., gave the dedicatory address at the | 


January 12 ceremonies for the new fellowship 
building of the University Presbyterian Chapel. 


William E. Burke gave a special organ recital. 


Dr. Blakely spoke earlier the same day at the 
morning worship service at the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church here. 


Miami—Lane Adams, who worked with Billy 
Graham in the New York Crusade, has accepted 
the call as pastor for the Key Biscayne Presby- 
terian Church here. He began his new duties in 
mid-January. 


_ Mr. Adams, who studied at Columbia Theological 
Seminary in Decatur, Ga., is a candidate for the 
ministry under the Presbytery of the Everglades 
and is awaiting ordination. 


A former nightclub singer before deciding to 
enter the ministry, he worked with Dr. Graham 
in organizing the N. Y. campaign among those in 
the entertainment field. He started the Christian 
Arts Fellowship which is continuing to give the 
Christian message to people on Broadway. 


KENTUCKY 


Leatherwood—A grant of $4,000.00 has been 
made to the Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church 
of Leatherwood by the Maclellan Foundation. 


Receipt of the oe. which is to complete the 
finishing and equipment of the church, was an- 
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NEWS 


nounced by the Rev. Charles Sydnor, pastor of 
the Leatherwood and Tilford, Kentucky, industrial 
mission churches. The $4,000.00 will not be applied 
— present indebtedness of the Leatherwood 
church. 


The church wes erected through donations from 
many sources, including $11,000.00 of Birthday 
Offering funds, direct assistance from the Home 
Missions Division of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion, and many private members of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. Funds available prior to the 

ant permitted completion of the church except 
or some finishing work within it, but did not cover 
many of the equipment needs. Indebtedness re- 
maining from the construction of the church is 
approximately $2,500.00 and is being paid off 
slowly by the forty members of the mining com- 
munity congregation. 


LOUISIANA 


Shreveport — The new officers of Westminster 
Presbyterian Church, Shreveport, La., were in- 
stalled January 5, 1958. They are as follows: 


Elders: Mr. J. W. Thomas, Mr. D. O. Burton, 
sly B. Romine, Mr. V. A. Lacy and Mr. M. W. 
inuf. 


Deacons: Mr. T. H. Giles, Dr. Geo. E. Wilson, 
Mr. Tom Emerson, Mr. R. H. Thompson and Mr. 
Andrew Verver. 


The officers for the Men of the Church, West- 
minster, for 1958 are: Mr. John D. Lindsay, 
President; Mr. D. O. Burton, Vice President; Mr. 
Tunnell Day, Secretary, and Mr. Glenn Peery, 


Treasurer. These were installed at the December 
meeting 


by men of Louisiana Synod. 
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On December 8, 1957, Rev. R. G. Valentine, 
Pastor, installed the following officers of the 
Women of the Church: 


Mrs. W. R. Payne, President; Mrs. E. S. Wagner, 
Vice President; Mrs. Reinhart Fanta, Secretary; 
Mrs. A. E. Coleman, Treasurer, and Mrs. B. B. 
Romine, Historian. 


Committee Chairmen: Mrs. Tom Emerson, Mrs. 
Gaylon White, Mrs. J. D. Lindsay, Mrs. George 
Mitchell, Mrs. O. J. Smith, Mrs. G. R. Lindsay, 
Mrs. Tunnell Day, Mrs. Kate Wall, Mrs. T. H. 
Giles and Mrs. R. N. Thompson. 


Circle Chairmen: Mrs. Gaylon White, Mrs. R. G. 
Valentine, Mrs. J. A. Ward, Mrs. R. M. Lytton, 
Mrs. Earle N. Dodd, Mrs. T. J. Guice, and Miss B. 
Pendergrass. 


The new Sunday School Superintendent for 1958 
is Mr. Delbert Burton. 


New Orleans—Miss Bette Wheeler assumed her 
duties this month as director of Christian education 
at the Church of the Covenant in New Orleans, 
Dr. Walter D. Langtry, minister, announced. 


Miss Wheeler is a native of Brevard, N. C., and 
studied at Montreat College and the Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond. She comes to New 
Orleans from the Sandston Presbyterian Church 
of Richmond. 


She succeeds Miss Caryl Anne Schuneman who 
has accepted the position of D.C.E. at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Houston, Tex. 


New Orleans — The Carrollton Presbyterian 
Church here was host to a Bible conference of the 
American Association for Jewish Evangelism of 
Winona Lake, Ind., in mid-January. 


The association has as its purpose the better 
understanding of both Christianity and Judaism, 
and both Christians and Jews were invited to at- 
tend the conference. 


Theme for the conference was “The Ancient 
Scriptures and the Modern Jew.” Daily sessions 
were held in the morning and afternoon for three 
days. Principal speakers were Dr. A. B. Machlin, 
executive director of the association, and Dr. Her- 
man G. Gentz, a member of the board of directors. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Wiggins—Four newly-elected officers were or- 
dained and installed at an impressive service at 
the New Augusta Presbyterian Church, Mississippi, 
on Sunday morning, January 12. 


Dr. Gathael O. Runnels, M.D., the only general 
practitioner in the town was ordained and in- 
stalled as Ruling Elder; Messrs. James Wilkinson, 
Joseph Pearce and David Morris were ordained and 
installed as Deacons. The ordination was by laying 
on of hands by members of the church session. 


Rev. Thomas G. Kay, Pastor of the Church, con- 
ducted the service and was assisted by the present 
Ruling Elders: Henry E. Morren, Hugh P. Garra- 
way, Sr., Holt Myers and S. T. Gray. 


Rev. Kay’s sermon was entitled ‘“‘The Importance 
of the Church.” It was pointed out that the ordi- 
nation service came at a most appropriate time, 
accompanying the presentation of e General 
Assembly emphasis for the year 1958—The Church. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Orange Presbytery held its 377th Stated Meeting 
on January 16th in the Meadowside Presbyterian 
Church, of which Rev. Carl Mills is pastor. In lieu 
of an opening sermon the retiring moderator, Mr. 
Paul G. Boone, conducted a service of installation 
in which Rev. R. H. Stone officially became Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Presbytery. Mr. H. P. Mor- 
rison gave the charge to the Presbytery and Rev. 
W. H. Kryder gave the charge to the Secretary. 
Mr. Charles S. Wilkins, Chairman of the Presby- 
tery’s Council, gave a history of the development 
of the office within the Presbytery. Dr. T. Henry 
Patterson was the first to hold this office in Orange 
Presbytery. 


Mr. Irving C. Crawford, an elder in the Church 
of the Covenant, was elected to succeed Mr. Boone. 


Three pastors-elect were received and commis- 
sions appointed for their installations :—Rev. Wood- 
son P. Booth from Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery 
to become pastor of the White Hill, Pocket and 
Euphronia Churches; Rev. Gerald N. Reiff from 
Winston-Salem Presbytery to become pastor of 
the El Bethel Church; Rev. John A. Womeldorf, 
Th.D., pastor-elect of the Faith Presbyterian 
Church, from Lexington Presbytery. 


Three candidates for the ministry were re- 
ceived :—Mr. James P. Carse, by transfer from the 
Milwaukee Presbytery, U.S.A.; Mr. M. M. Foust, 
of the Memorial Church; and Mr. Kenneth Rogers 
of the Edgewood Church. 


Hon. W. Owen Cooke presented the report of 
the Committee for the Sale of Bonds, which was 
approved and Orange Presbytery will issue $100,- 
000.00 in 5% interest bearing coupon bonds dated 
June Ist. This is to aid in first units of building 
programs and to purchase sites for new congrega- 
tions in the Greensboro-High Point area. 


Rev. John Parks presented the Stewardship 


Committee’s report which was adopted calling for 


a benevolent budget of $388,000.00. This was 
based on a pre-budget canvass and “it will prob- 
ably be the first budget ever adopted by the Pres- 
bytery based on actual anticipated income.”’ 


For the Higher Education Committee, of which 
Rev. Chester Alexander is chairman, two recom- 
mendations involving finances were adopted: ap- 
proved of a Synod-wide campaign for $300,000.00 
for Campus Christian Life and urged the com- 
pletion of the Queens College Centennial Fund. 


The Church Extension Committee - reported 
through its chairman—Rev. W. M. Currie. His 
financial statement showed an expenditure of 
$113,220.00. Two new churches were organized. 
Forty nine petitioners asked for the organization 


of a new Presbyterian Church in the South Greens- 


boro area. It has been known as the Murphy School 
Chapel—an outreach of the Glenwood Church of 
which Rev. H. Reid Montgomery is pastor. 


As an inspirational feature of the report on 
World Missions Rev. John Parks presented Rev. 
T. R. Taylor who spoke on the West Brazil Mission. 


The relocation of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Church was approved as it plans to move to a new 
site on Friendly Road. | 


_ The day-long session ended soon after the elec- 
tion of twelve commissioners and their alternates 
to the General Assembly. The next meeting of the 
Presbytery will be held on April 17th at 9:30 A.M. 
in the Church of the Covenant, Greensboro. Rev. 


C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr., Stated Clerk, was as-| 


sisted by Revs. Kay L. Misenheimer, Louise An- 
drews and Lee W. Adkins. | 
H. Stone, Secretary 
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Oxford—The Rev. Foster D. Smith, former pas- 
tor of Northside Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, 
N. C., has taken up his new studies as minister to 
a field of churches in Granville County, N. C. 


Serving Geneva, Oak Hill, Stovall and Hebron 
Presbyterian Churches, he succeeds the Rev. R. L. 
Berry, now located in Ashe County. 


Mr. Smith is a native of Georgia, son of a Pres- 
byterian Minister who served in Augusta Macon 


Presbytery. He is a of Presbyterian Col- 


lege and Columbia Theological Seminary. 


Whiteville — The Presbyterian Churches of 
Columbus and Bladen counties were sites of a three 
week series of youth convocations for an evangel- 
istic team from Union Theological Seminary, of 
Richmond, this month. 


The group, composed of ministerial students, 
worked with the young people and filled pulpit 
appointments. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Chester—James I. Hardin retired as deacon of 
the Purity Presbyterian Church this month after 
serving for 45 years. 


Mr. Hardin was ordained and installed a deacon 
in 1912, and has served actively in that office al- 
most the entire time since that date, as the rotary 
system for deacons in this church is of recent 
origin. 


The Board of Deacons of Purity Church hon- 
ored Mr. Hardin by electing him chairman emeritus 
of the ushering committee in recognition of his 
long and faithful service in the church. : 


TENNESSEE 


King College—Students are invited to compete 
in the 1958 General Competitive Scholarship Con- 
test offered by King College, Bristol, Tenn., it was 
announced today by Mr. Jack Snider, Registrar 
of King College. © 


All high school seniors are eligible to compete 
in this contest, and the first two awards are valued 
at $2,000 each. The next three scholarships are 
valued at $1,200 each, and six awards of $600 each 
will be made. 


_ The awards will be based upon scholastic ability 
as shown by the student’s high school record and 
by special tests that will be given by King College. 
Also considered in making the awards will be the 
promise of useful leadership and evidence of Chris- 
tian character. 


The examination will be given at King College 
on Saturday, February 22, 1958, at 9 o’clock. Those 
unable to come to Bristol will be permitted to make 
arrangements to take the examination in the local 
high school. Each student who desires to compete 
for a King College scholarship should write for 


application forms to the Scholarship Committee, 


King College, Bristol, Tenn. 


TEXAS 


Houston—Protestant Churches of 18 denomina- 
tions, under the guidance of the Council of Greater 
Houston, sponsored a Co-operative leadership 
School on two evenings during each of the last 
three weeks of January. 


Dr. Robert H. Bullock, minister of education at 
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church was Dean of the 
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leadership school. Dr. Bullock was formerly pro- 
fessor of Bible at Austin College in Sherman, Tex. 


Divisions of the school included Bible, leadership 
development, children’s division, youth division, 
adult division, and a general leadership course. 


Dallas—A school of Christian living will be con- 


, ducted each Wednesday evening through Feb. 19 


at the First Presbyterian Church of Dallas. 


Six courses will be offered for adults to explain 
points of emphasis in the work of the Church and 
the denomination-wide program. | 


Those taking a in the teaching include: Miss 
Marguerite Mizell, former missionary in the Orient; 
Dr. John F nderson, Jr., pastor; Dr. H. Kerr 
Taylor, associate pastor; the Rev. John B. Sprag- 
gins, minister of education; Mrs. Frank Taylor of 


Grapevine, and Mrs. Robert Campbell. 
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THEOLOGY BETWEEN YESTERDAY ..AND 
— Joseph L. Hromadka. Westminster 
ress. 


Dr. Hromadka is dean of the Commenious Fac- 
ulty of Theology of Prague. Prior to that time, 
1934-1947, he was professor at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. He is a member of the Central 
Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches and the author of several well-known 
works in the field of theology. 


The five lectures in this volume were given in 
1956 at Knox College in Toronto. The first chap- 
ter discusses “‘Theology—a Substance and Func- 
tion.””’ Here the author asserts, “There is un- 
doubtedly something permanent and unchangeable 
in the very objective of theological thought in 
the message of the church. Over and over again 
a real theology goes back to some problems and 
issues that stay at the bottom of Christian thought 
and can never disappear beyond the horizon of 
theology no matter what takes place in the world 
or to what predicaments, transformations, and 
sufferings the church may be subjected.” 


The second lecture sets forth the author’s views 
regarding “The Church of God — Its Message and 
Mission.” The author rightly distinguishes the 
real church from a purely sociological grouping 
of religious people. Concerning the message of 
the church Professor Hromadka raises this serious 
question, “How can we possibly identify the word 
of the living God with the written, visible and 
empirically knowable letters of the Bible?” He 
remarks concerning this question, “This is one 
of the most urgent and painful problems of the- 
ology. It must not be dismissed either by schematic 
and dogmatic definitions or by a radical denial of 
any superhuman factor within the Biblical mes- 
sage. It has to be faced responsibly and courage- 
ously. We do not know the Word of God beyond 
the written Word of the Old and New Testaments.” 
This statement is worthy of note and with it 
this reviewer heartily concurs. 


The remaining 3 lectures deal with “The Mean- 
ing of the Present Era,’ “Beyond Ideologies, 
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